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dimly. I write cautiously, for I do not profess to know
the whole of the law. If I know the successes of my experi-
ments, 1 know also my failures. But the successes are enough
to fill me with undying hope.
I have often said that, if one takes care of the means, the
end will take care of itself. Non-violence is the means;
the end for every nation is complete independence. There
will be an international league only when all the nations,.
big or small, composing it are fully independent. The
nature of that independence will correspond to the extent
of non-violence assimilated by the nations concerned.
One thing is certain. In a society based on non-violence,
the smallest nation will feel as tall as the tallest. The idea
of superiority and inferiority will be wholly obliterated.
It follows from this that the Government of India
Act is merely a makeshift and has to give way to an ace
coined by the nation itself. So far as provincial autonomy
is concerned, it has been found possible to handle it some-
what. My own experience of its working is by no means
happy. The Congress governments have not that non-
violent hold over the people that I had expected they would
have.
But the federal structure is inconceivable to me be-
cause it contemplates a partnership, however loose, among
dissimilars. How dissimilar the States are is being demons-
trated in an ugliness for which I was unprepared. Therefore
the Federal structure, as conceived by the Government
of India Act, I hold to be an utter impossibility. Thus the
conclusion is irresistible that for one like me, wedded to
non-violence, constitutional or democratic government
is a distant dream so long as non-violence is not recognized
as a living force, an inviolable creed, not a mere policy.
While I prate about universal non-violence, my experiment
is confined to India. If it succeeds, the world* will accept
it without effort. There is, however, a big BUT. The pause
does not worry me. My faith is brightest in the midst of
impenetrable darkness.
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